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The Theoretical Coordinate of Chinese-style Aesthetic Modernity — A
Review of Mao Zedong’s Talks at the Yan’an Conference on Literature
and Art

Jie WANG (Guangxi Minzu University)

Abstract

In the process of China’s social modernization, Mao Zedong’s Talks at the Yan'an
Conference on Literature and Art not only promoted the development of the Chinese
revolution and literature and art at the practical level, but also became an important
theoretical coordinate for the modernization of Chinese-style literature and art and Chinese-
style aesthetic modernity at the theoretical level. The article points out that the
interpretation of cultural leadership and subject in the Talks has become a theoretical
resource for contemporary world aesthetics and literary theorists. The 7alks profoundly
grasped the transformation of aesthetic paradigm in the process of China’s modernization,
and summarized a new theoretical structure and emotional structure of Chinese-style
aesthetic modernity , which is an important link in the development of world aesthetics and
Marxist aesthetics, and has an important position and significance in the history of world
aesthetics.

Key words:
Talks at the Yan’an Conference on Literature and Art; the theoretical Coordinate; Chinese-
style aesthetic modernity

The Aesthetic Mechanism and Function of Red Classics
Gongyi DING Feng ZHOU (Jinggangshan University Zhejiang Shuren University )

Abstract ;

Red classics reestablish the connection between art and real life, help break their separation
in Kant’s formalist aesthetic tradition, and lay a scientific foundation for exploring the
issues of “what is human” and “is freedom inevitable for humans”, which are related to
the foundation of contemporary art. In the philosophical work Apres la finitude: Essai sur
la nécessité de la contingence, Meillassoux opens up a new way to understand the necessity
of human freedom, especially his idea that “the necessity of the law of nature” does not
depend on a presumed constructive subject. It echoes anthropologists’ exploration of the
constitutive content of humans contained in the thought of “law of participation” of
primitive nations. The literature, art, religious belief and ethics of Chinese civil society
have retained the thinking of “ ganxing” and “participation” and its lively life form and
fight form are bonded by blood with real life. In the specific historical context and aesthetic
system, this way of thinking can break through the potential pattern of formalized and



