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“value meaning”, and is therefore both “perceptual” and “cognitive”—it not only realizes the reproduction of special aspects
of meaning, but also includes the abstraction of formal laws.

Second, does the expansion of the “world of meaning” come at the expense of the retreat of the “object world”? Ernst
Cassirer’s affirmative answer stems from the dichotomous logic of “humanities” and “disciplines” since Kant. But this answer
holds a closed system view with a fixed total amount. Starting from an open system and dynamic semiotic practice, the
“world of meaning” is not a deprivation of the “objective world”, but is constantly created and enriched in semiotic practice.
Even the “object world” is a specific concept of the “world of meaning”, the manifestations of meaning of what is called
“things”. Not only do they not retreat due to the expansion of the world of meaning, but they are the practical results of the
rich world of meaning.

Third, how does the “objective world” appear to the “meaning world”? The objective world is not directly open to the
world of meaning, but forms a restriction on the intention to obtain meaning by showing certain stipulations and order. This
“appearance of the order of things” is “information”. Tt is the objective basis of symbols and the intermediary between the
world of things and the world of meaning. It affects the direction and the way in which intentionality illuminates meaning.

From the above, the “world of meaning” based on perceptual semiotics can be understood as follows: First of all, a
semiotics based on the two dimensions of directional meaning and value meaning is both a “perceptual” semiotics and a
“cognitive” semiotics. Secondly, the world of meaning is not realized through the deprivation of the world of things, but the
“richness” of the reconstruction of “things” as practical objects themselves. Finally, “information” is the objective order of
the world and the preexisting condition of the world of meaning, and the world of human meaning is not just a simple
reflection of “information” because the “value dimension” of the “world of meaning” is based on human symbolic practice.

Key words: World of meaning; Cultural communication; Semiotic philosophy; Information theory

The Research Turn of Zhu Guangqgian’s Contemporary Aesthetics
Li Shitao

Abstract: After the founding of New China, Zhu Guangqian adapted to the changes of the times, adjusted his research
ideas and objects, and his aesthetic research also changed greatly. We summarize this change with his four turns: translation
and study of western aesthetic materials, study of philosophical aesthetics, study of Marxist aesthetics and literary theory,
and comparative study of Chinese and Western cultures and civilizations.

With his prolific translation of Western aesthetic materials and the research achievements represented by The History of
Western Aesthetics, Zhu Guanggian laid the foundation for the study of Western aesthetics as an academic discipline in China
and greatly promoted its development. His theory of “the unification of subjectivity and objectivity” promoted the
understanding of beauty and became an important school of contemporary Chinese aesthetic research. He also made
contributions to the study of Chinese philosophical aesthetics by expanding the study of aesthetic principles and basic theories
from many aspects. He translated materials of Marxism and its aesthetics and literary theory, improved the research level of
Marxist aesthetics and literary theory, discriminated and corrected the errors in Marxist translation and research, thus
deepening the study of Marxism and its relationship with Western schools of thought. Starting from aesthetic research, he
started the study of Chinese and Western cultures, civilizations and their comparison in the Chinese aesthetic circle, and
promoted the exchange of aesthetics, literature, culture, civilization and academia between China and the West. In
addition, as an aesthetician and theorist, he also intervened in the discussion of contemporary literature and art, philosophy,
Marxism and cultural issues, promoted the development of contemporary Chinese literature and culture practice. He led the
development direction of contemporary Chinese humanities with a broad vision and standardized research, which not only
improved the level of humanities research, but also demonstrated the achievements of contemporary Chinese academic
research to the international community.

Zhu Guanggian’s research turn is the result of the changing times and his personal choice, the result of the interaction
between many factors, subjective and objective, accidental and inevitable, active and passive. Of course, there are also

gains and losses. In this sense, his academic turn is a subject that deserves our research. We should look at his turn in a
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comprehensive way, and objectively evaluate the result of his turn. An in-depth study of the turn of Zhu Guanggian’s
contemporary aesthetic research helps evaluate the gains and losses of his aesthetic research after the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, understand the evolution of his academic thoughts, and grasp the history of contemporary
Chinese aesthetics and academic development. It also helps promote the development of current aesthetic research, literary
practice, academic research and cultural exchange.

Key words: Zhu Guanggian; Contemporary aesthetic research; Research turn; Evaluation; Chinese contemporary

aesthetics; Contemporary Chinese academic history

Institutional Norms and Individual Feelings: Imperial Academy in Song Dynasty as a Literary Space

Xu Haoran

Abstract: Imperial academy (if]1H) is the general term for the offices of imperial edict drafters (17 ) since the Tang
and Song dynasties, responsible for writing decrees of the court. As a literary space, the imperial academy in Song Dynasty
had two coexisting contexts: the institutional norms of the court and the individual feelings of literati. On the one hand,
writing articles on behalf of the emperor was the duty of imperial academy that must highlight the political stance of imperial
power and the elegant aesthetic taste of the court. On the other hand, the experiences of each of drafters in imperial
academy, as a spiritual individual carrying the culture of scholar-bureaucrat, were not limited in government offices. During
their tenure as drafters, they sometimes infiltrated the personal feelings accumulated in their life experiences into the work
and life of imperial academy, thus transcending the institution in certain articles and poems.

Examining the four representative aspects of the life of imperial edict drafters with the above two contexts: their duty of
writing decrees, the composition of night-shift poems, the relationship between drafters and clerks and the cultural
phenomenon of admiring imperial edict drafters in the former dynasty, we can truly and concretely explore the connotation of
literary style in imperial academy. Under the influence of institutional norms, the decree writings of imperial academy must
conform to the intentions of the upper power, and the meaning of articles should not deviate from the norm, with no exception
even for drafters of excellent literary talents. The compositions of night-shift poems tended to normatively express the nobility
and elegance of palace officers while personal intentions of retirement could only be used as a stylized embellishment in
poetry. The relationship between drafters and clerks showed the constraints of the subtle end of the institution on drafters.
Clerks who served in the imperial academy for a long time, for life, or even for generations, often had a better understanding
of the profound state of the world and people’s hearts during the operation of institutions. They sometimes pointed out the
inappropriateness in the acts of cultivating talents and the traces of literary highlights in the under-order works of drafters.
The keynote of admiring drafters in the former dynasty was expressed in accordance with the imperial will as describing the
achievements of the predecessors in their official positions, officially expressing their willingness to follow them. Under the
encouragement of individual feelings, the decree writings could transcend the conservative atmosphere of the officialdom and
outstanding literary talent could use their under-works to demonstrate their demeanor of praising oneself and mocking
superiors with literature. The compositions of night-shift poems could break through the aesthetic taste of the palace with
rustic charm, standing out from the elegant fashion in imperial academy. The relationship between drafters and clerks was
reflected in poems and articles using the role of clerks as rhetorical devices to promote the image of drafters in order to
emphasize drafters’ personal family backgrounds, literary talents and personal friendships with each other. The attitude of
admiring drafters in the former dynasty was manifested by admiring their poems in retirement and their leisure demeanor so as
to comfort drafters’ feelings of disappointment in the officialdom.

The literary space of imperial academy in Song dynasty had a trend of “institution-individuality” coexistence, which can
change previous stereotypes to the environment of under-order writings. The manner of surpassing the institutional norms and
demonstrating individual feelings by the group of imperial edict drafters conforms to the standard position of literary emphasis
on expressing emotions and spirits that should become a noteworthy landscape in researches.

Key words: Imperial academy in Song dynasty; Literary space; Institutional norms; Individual feelings
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