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Luce, who respectively represent three different cultural memories. Through comparisons of symbolic meanings between London
city culture and the country culture of Howards End, Foster also explores social questions, including the decline of moral and
religion, and unemployment of the working class, despite the economic development and imperial expansion. Foster demonstrates
his anxiety towards the future and the orientation of England, and initiates the famous memory question of crisis and inheritance,
namely, “Who shall inherit England?” in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The anxiety of the Schlegel sisters’ wandering life in London, inner sins of the Wilconxes’ suffering, and the uncontrollable
fall of Leonard’s collision of his world, these symptoms show deep internal divisions of social classes and collapse of the structures
of feeling underneath the apparent Victorian grace, peace, prosperity and progress. All these social phenomena, whether they are
the conflicted family relations or the obvious discomposure of social members’ behavior and mental status, show a rupture of people
from all classes with the stable and peaceful tradition. Accordingly, these conflicted and opposed elements in Howards End are
essentially oppositions and collisions between different cultural memories.

The development, historical changes and class interests will influence us on how to define the past and how to inherit its
value. Cultural memory is a course of being chosen and being interpreted. Luce in Howards End refers the reader to the image of
Demeter who is in charge of the earth and crops in the Eleusinian Mysteries. Representing a steadier and organic country life
memory, this image aims to construct the more stable cultural symbolic structure and the more firm bonds among different classes.
The connection between Luce and the earth resists the philistine middle class value of the Wilconxes, and her choice of Margret as
her inheritor of Howards End forecasts that the latter will connect the English traditional ideals of culture and also lead the
direction of the industrial class. This inheritance of Howards End indeed is the result of British cultural memory choice, in which
the country life memory is put on top of other images. Connecting different interests and memories, the image of Howards End
becomes the ultimate choice recognized by the public in the particular community. In this way, Foster tries to build Howards End
in the novel as the realm of memory which owns emotional identification, belonging and cohesion.

Key words: “Condition-of-England” novel; Memory collision; Memory inheritance; Realm of memory

The Paradigm and Reflection of Chinese Aesthetic History Writing in the 20th Century
Hu Youfeng

Summary: The formation, development and evolution of Chinese aesthetics in the 20th century constitute a grand history of
aesthetic development, forming a multi-level overall system including theoretical knowledge and disciplinary discourse, which had
promoted Chinese aesthetics from classical form to modern form. However, the study of aesthetic history writing not only includes
theoretical ontology research, but also requires research on its research methods, research paradigms, overall structure, and logical
thinking. It is necessary to deeply elucidate the different paradigms of aesthetic history writing, highlighting the structural,
historical, and continuous characteristics of “meta history” research. As a result, the “History of Chinese Aesthetics in the 20th
Century” presents a dual “knowledge-based” and “ideological” writing paradigm, highlighting a diverse landscape in the research
of aestheticians, theoretical categories, aesthetic issues, aesthetic schools and debates, and aesthetic literature and historical
materials.

Based on the ontology of aesthetic theory, the knowledge-based writing paradigm emphasizes the connection, integrity and
genealogy of knowledge within aesthetics, and highlights the logical correlation of different theories. Aesthetics is regarded as a
kind of professional and scientific knowledge from the perspective of “internal research”, which demonstrates the academic
independence of aesthetic research and aesthetic history writing. The paradigm of knowledge-based writing is mainly divided into
three types: “writing with the aesthetic ideas and theories of specific aestheticians as the writing object”, “writing with aesthetic
academic debates as the writing object”, and “writing with aesthetic history from the perspective of the relationship between ancient
and modern aesthetics”.

¢

The ideological writing style regards aesthetics as an organic component of social culture, emphasizing the “symptomatic”
research methods and ideological effects of aesthetics, effectively integrating “internal research” and “external research” of
aesthetics, and achieving thematic research on the social background, historical context, changing mechanisms, and cultural values
of aesthetic development, which had constructed an aesthetic history writing paradigm that emphasizes social historicity, cultural
connection, and ideological integrity. The ideological approach highlights the characteristics of “modernity perspective”, “thematic
historical approach”, “aesthetic ideal historical paradigm”, “relationship between aesthetics and politics”, and “cross-cultural
perspective” in aesthetic history books, and grasps the deeper ideological pulse of the era hidden behind aesthetic theory.

At the same time, there are still some problems that need to be solved in the study and writing of aesthetic history. On the one
hand, aesthetic issues such as “aesthetic literature”, “logical thinking”, and “spiritual extraction” summarize and sublimate the

value of two writing paradigms of aesthetic history, expanding the knowledge framework of aesthetic history research. On the other
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hand, it also provides necessary knowledge resources and research methods from a reflective perspective, seeking more space for
breakthroughs in the writing of aesthetic history. This will not only help enrich the knowledge system of aesthetics, but also
effectively construct the discourse system of Chinese aesthetics in the cultural context of the new era and spread the voice of
Chinese aesthetics.

Key words: History of Chinese aesthetics in the 20th century; Writing paradigm; Aesthetic spirit; Aesthetic redemption

On Paul Recoeur's Hermeneutics of Action
Zhang Jin, Pu Rui

R

Summary: Hermeneutics pays too much attention to the “solid” language texts, so that the hermeneutic theory of “lived”
action has been in a relatively poor position. Paul Ricoeur’s “hermeneutics of action” starts from action, and returns to action

through textual mediation. By de-psychologizing the concepts of “understanding” and “interpretation” and further transforming the

9 3 9

meanings of “understanding”, “interpretation” and “explanation”, he analyzes the transformation process of “textual
hermeneutics” to “hermeneutics of action”, and then expounds the mutual penetration of “explanation”, “understanding” and
“Interpretation” in action of text. Once the text is formed, it has its own materiality and objectivity, and its meaning needs to
surpass the author’s original intention in the later reading and comprehension. It is not only “saying” something, but is also
“doing” concrete things as a practical actor. The intention of the author or the actor cannot play a dominant role in the event, but
is merely one of the factors influencing the outcome of the event. Ricoeur penetrates criticalness into the interpretation of
“distanciation”, believing that the action of text makes “distanciation” into being, and it is impossible to return to the previous
context. So, it is a process of “decontextualization” and “recontextualization”.

Compared with Hans-Georg Gadamer’s “practical hermeneutics” that returns to tradition, Ricoeur’s “hermeneutics of action”
is more inclined to criticize tradition, which is a kind of planning and preparing for the future. The “distanciation” brought about
by the action of the text does not cause the non-objectivity of the interpretation, but conditions the understanding and interpretation
of the text and the action. Action is not composed of a single actor, but the coordinated operation and “improvisation” of
“multiple-agent”. The actors as human beings are not the “subject” in the traditional philosophical sense; instead, they are bound
by the action with some initiative, understanding themselves in the process of giving up themselves. Ricoeur’s “hermeneutics of
action” is a “downward” way to return to epistemology in the history of hermeneutics, which undoubtedly reserves space for re-
critical reflection on hermeneutics itself.

Although “hermeneutics of action” does not get rid of the “language/symbol modality” completely, it is rooted in classical
hermeneutics theory making the “solid” language text “relived”, and reveals part of the operation mechanism of action. It gives birth
to a new interpretation mode of “action”, echoing and joining the contemporary trend of trying to change the hermeneutic theory.
When Ricoeur’s “hermeneutics of action” meets the contemporary emerging action theory, it might generate a “hermeneutics of
action” theory which would have more interpretive efficacy and lead to a multimodal “event hermeneutics” in the end.

Key words: Paul Recoeur; Hermeneutics of action; Recontextualization; Multiple-agent; Language/symbols modality;

Event hermeneutics

A Historical Review of the First North Korean Nuclear Crisis

—Based on the Empirical Analysis of Newly Declassified U. S. Archives
Li Li

Summary: The current nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula stems from the escalation of the first North Korean nuclear
crisis. After the crisis broke out, the United States launched the first public high-level bilateral talks with North Korea. A joint
statement was issued, wherein North Korea agreed to temporarily suspend its withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, supported the denuclearization goal outlined in the South-North Joint Declaration, and the United States solemnly pledged
not to use nuclear weapons and other force against North Korea, and not to interfere in its internal affairs.

However, after the second round of talks, as North Korea focused its attention primarily on the United States, the United
States and North Korea were unable to reach an agreement on International Atomic Energy Agency verification, North-South
dialogue, and exchanges of special envoys. U.S.-DPRK bilateral relations became tense. To avoid diplomatic impasse, the
United States decided to resume bilateral negotiations with North Korea and proposed a comprehensive agreement. This triggered
strong opposition from South Korea. To alleviate South Korea’s concerns, the United States decided to link the third round of

U. S. -North Korea talks with the resumption of envoy exchanges between North and South Korea.
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