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B Special Topics - Literary Observations under the Perspective of “Two Combinations”

The “Second Combination” to Promote the High-Quality Innovation and
Development of Literature and Art in the New Era (PP. 4-12)
Lai Daren

Abstract: The modernization and development of Chinese literature and art is the result of the combination of Marxist
concepts of literature and art with the practice of Chinese literature and art, as well as with outstanding Chinese literature
and art traditions. After the introduction of the Marxist concept of literature and art, it has strongly activated and prompted
the transformation of Chinese literature and art traditions into modernity, formed a new form of Chinese Marxist concept
of literature and art and played a dominant role in it, thus profoundly influencing the process of modernization of Chinese
literature and art and accumulating a rich historical experience of the “Two Combinations”. Since the New Era, General
Secretary Xi Jinping’s important works on the work of literature and art have fully embodied the prominent features and
fundamental spirit of the “Two Combinations”, especially the “Second Combination”, and formulated new requirements for
the high-quality innovation and development of literature and art in the New Era. From the new requirements of the “Second
Combination” and in relation to contemporary literary phenomenon, there are some issues of integrity and innovation in the
development of literature and art that deserve our attention and reflection.

Keywords: “Two Combinations”, the “Second Combination”, literature and art in the New Era, high-quality development,

integrity and innovation

Practical Wisdom: The Hub between Marxist Aesthetics and Traditional Chinese Aesthetics (PP. 13-23)
Song Wei

Abstract: Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, highly generalizes and summarizes the “Two
Combinations”, and at the same time, he especially clarifies the importance and significance of the “Second Combination™:
the Combination of Marxism with fine traditional Chinese culture. The aesthetic dimension of art is the proper meaning of our
understanding of the “Second Combination”. Practical wisdom is the core category, the key hub and the joint point of combining
the basic principles of Marxism with fine traditional Chinese culture. Marxist aesthetics and traditional Chinese aesthetics share
a distinctive practical character or conduct, and both pay attention to the aesthetic problems closely related to the practice of
human life, such as art and life, art and society, art and ethics, and art and freedom. Therefore, both can be identified as coherent
practical aesthetics or the aesthetics of “unity of knowledge and practice” with “practical wisdom” as substance and function.
This article takes the practical wisdom of “unity of knowledge and practice” as the key hub, connects the intertextual dialogue
and organic integration between Marxist aesthetics and traditional Chinese aesthetics, in order to provide a philosophical vision,
humanistic dimension and practical wisdom for the Sinicization of Marxist aesthetics and art theory.

Keywords: practical wisdom, the unity of knowledge and practice, Marxist aesthetics, traditional Chinese aesthetics, the

“Second Combination”

The “Departure” and the “Restart” of the Aesthetic of Literature and Art Following the Guidance of “Two
Combinations” (PP.24-35)
Li Yongxin
Abstract: The modern transformation of classical Chinese aesthetics from the Marxist point of view is the original intention
of Hu Jingzhi who proposed the aesthetic of literature and art, and it is the important way to combine Marxist theory with

China’s outstanding traditional culture in aesthetics. Following the guidance of “Two Combinations”, the aesthetic of
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