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Chinese Interpretation and the Formation

of Agnes Heller’s Aesthetics

Zhang Chenghua

Abstract: Compared to Gyorgy Lukdces’s emphasis
on aesthetics, Agnes Heller, a student of L.ukdcs, had
relatively less discussion on aesthetics. Heller wrote
some works on aesthetics, but her aesthetics was
constructed in the process of Chinese interpretation. In
the 1990s, scholars such as Yi Junqging translated and
interpreted Heller's works such as Everyday Life in
response to and explanation of China’s modernization
process. Subsequently, scholars such as Fu Qilin
explored and elaborated on the aesthetic aspects of
Heller’s thought due to their disciplinary background,
and conducted the research of Heller’s overall thought
through aesthetics they interpreted. Chinese scholars
discovered and elaborated on Heller’s aesthetics before

Heller and other reseonchers abroad. At the same time,
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Chinese scholars’ researches on Heller’s aesthetics were
responded and confirmed by Heller. In 2007 and 2018,
Heller came to China twice. Due to the academic
background of invitees such as Zhu Liyuan and Fu Qilin,
most of the texts left by Heller in China are about
aesthetics. In these texts, Heller confirmed and
developed her aesthetics, Meanwhile, through these
texts, Heller also confirmed the legitimacy of Chinese
scholars’” interpretation of her aesthetics. At this point,
Chinese scholars and Heller have completed a process of
mutual achievement and confirmation in aesthetics. The
reason why Heller's ideas become a presence in the
Chinese academic community is her concern for human.
Heller’s care for human and her exposition of human’s
living  conditions keep attracting and  stirring
researcherss responding to their questioning of human’s
survival in contemporary society. Chinese scholars,
together with Heller, introduced her aesthetics into the
core of her thought.

Keywords: Agnes  Heller; aesthetics; china;j
construction; presence

Author: Zhang Chenghua, associate professor of

the School of Chinese Il.anguage and Literature,
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member of the Research Center for Aesthetic Culture
and Critical Theory, South China Normal University,
specializing in Western Marxist literary theory and
FEastern FEuropean Marxist literary theory and literary

history.
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