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Imaginary Relations: Althusser and Materialist Aesthetics
Michael Sprinker
Translated by Min ZHAO Bin ZHOU ( Yunnan Minzu University)

Abstract: This essay is the last chapter of Michael Sprinkler’s book Imaginary Relations:
Aesthetics and Ideology in the Theory of Historical Materialism. The author suggests a concept
of the aesthetic as an empirical rather than a formal moment. The aesthetic as a category with-
in historical materialism is considerably greater than has generally been supposed, extending
beyond the relatively confined subject-matter of the fine arts to economic (and other) theory,
thus to the very mechanisms of knowledge production itself.

Keywords: Althusser; aesthetics; ideology; materialism

Althusseron the Art-Ideology Relation
Pauline Johnson (Macqurie Unversity)

Translated by Qiong GAO (Zhejiang University)

Abstract: In Marxist Aesthetics, Pauline Johnson suggests that the main stream of Marxist
theories of aesthetic do share a common problematic: they all attempt to determine the basis
of the emancipatory impact of the work of art. The central theoretical problem addressed by
Marxist theories of aesthetics necessitates an attempt to formulated a specifically democratic
account of the process of ideological change. For Althusser, a Marxist theory of ideology at-
tempts to determine how a mode of consciousness appropriate to the maintenance of given pro-
ductive relations is produced. Althusser’s Marxism maintains that the foundations of knowledge
lie not within the dynamics of social life but only in the relative autonomy of scientific theo-
ry. Pauline Johnson proposes to show that Althusser’s problematic is incompatible with an at-
tempt to identify the basis within everyday life for a changed consciousness. After examining
the implications of his theory of ideology for an account of ideological struggle, she turns to a
consideration of Althusser’s theory of the art/ideology relation. Johnson emphasizes that the
essays on art want to know how the individual’s consciousness can be changed instead of ask-
ing how an appropriate consciousness is produced. She suggests that the theoretical founda-
tions of Althusser’s theory of ideology prevent him from providing an adequate answer to the
central problem.

Keywords: Marxist aesthetics; Althusser; art-ideology



