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On Henri Wald’s Critique

of Contemporary Symbolic Culture

Zhu Hongxu

Abstract: As an outstanding representative of the
post-war new Marxist movement in Romania, Henn
Wald extensively absorbed and borrowed the semiotic

ideas of Ernst Cassirer, Susanne Langer, Adam
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Schaff, and Roland Barthes, and deeply criticized
contemporary symbolic culture, He summarized the
crisis of language symbols in contemporary culture from
three aspects. First, the questioning of the legitimacy
of language symbols as rational carriers by irrational
ideologies. Irrationalism views language as an obstacle
or shield to the path to truth, attempting to surpass or
eliminate language symbols. The second is the strong
impact of the image cognitive model formed by the new
audio-visual communication methods in the era of mass
media on the perception of language symbols, which
makes text reading give way to image viewing, thinking
subject to sensation, and depth perception replaced by
plane perception. The third is that the hollowing out
and infinite proliferation of symbols have led to the loss
of their meaning, increasingly becoming an immediate
response to the sensory perception of the current world,
which may lead to the degradation of symbols into
signals, He deeply reflected on the irrationalism, mass
media, and consumer culture in contemporary culture,
believing that language symbols, which serve as the
foundation of human rationality, face the threat of

cancellation and substitution. This also means the
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disappearance of human critical spirit and creative
thinking, The most frightening thing is not that
machines surpass humans, but that humans become
machines. In his view, linguistic symbols have always
been a field where human reason and emotion blend
together, The crisis of linguistic symbols s
fundamentally a crisis of human holistic life. The
fundamental way out of this crisis is to re-establish a
higher-level balance between human reason, emotion,
morality, and aesthetics.

Keywords: linguistic symbols; critical theory;
semiotics; mass media

Author: Zhu Hongxu, Ph., D., lecturer at the School
of Literature, China West Normal University. His research
field is Fastern European Marxism aesthetics, and theory of

literature and art. [Email; 675218328@qq. com]
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@  Henri Wald, “Mass Media And Creative Thinking”, eds. Edward D.
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Amsterdam: B. R. Griiner Publishing Co, 1980. pp. 29—38.
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Romana. 1973, p. 24.
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O  Henri Wald, Homo Significans, Bucuresti: Editura Enciclopedica
Romiéna, 1970, p. 65.
@ Henri Wald, “Structure, Structural. Structuralism”, Diogenes .,

Vol. 17, No.66, 1969, pp. 15—24.
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