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Abstract: Franz Kafka’ s late short story “A Hunger Artist” depicts an artist who performs the act of hunger within the confines
of an iron cage. The figure’ s self-referential reflexivity a hallmark of modernity along with the story’ s dual dimensions of
“testimony ” and “prophecy " has inspired creative interpretations from theorists including Walter Benjamin and Giorgio
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consciousness and testimonial writing. Together they illuminate the core theme of “art as installation-event.” By undertaking a
comparative reading of the story and its critical interpretations this study contributes to a deeper understanding of the “dialectical
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