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On the Issue of “Returning to the Classics” in the Study of Marxist Literary Theory
LAI Da-ren

( College of Literature, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330022, China)

Abstract ; Proposing the issue of “returning to the classics” in the study of Marxist literary theory has certain practical pertinence,
that is, it targets the phenomenon of arbitrary interpretation that is divorced from the original works in this research field. Therefore, it
has important theoretical and practical significance. How the study of Marxist literary theory can “return to the classics” involves several
possible meanings or dimensions. For instance, it may refer to returning to the study and interpretation of “classical texts” , achieving a
precise understanding of their content through historical interpretation and intertextual reading, or returning to the study and interpreta-
tion of “classic propositions” , aiming at a concentrated generalization of characteristic concepts and theoretical assertions through in—
depth exploration. It may also involve returning to the study and interpretation of “classic ideas” , seeking a profound revelation of the
characteristics and artistic thought of Marxist literary theory through deep comprehension. Moreover, the study of Marxist classical liter-
ary theory involves different interpretative dimensions, such as “ontological interpretation” , referring to the study and interpretation of
classical texts and their ideological connotations, “reductive interpretation” , requiring to go back to the ideological system and histori-
cal context of the generation of classical literary theory for research and interpretation, and “applied interpretation” , attaching impor-
tance to linking the ideological connotation of classical texts with the practical problems of contemporary social practice and literary
practice for research and interpretation, all of which contain the inherent requirements of “returning to the classics”.

Keywords ; Marxist literary theory; returning to the classics; classic text; classical proposition; classical idea
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