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Aesthetics will move from “artistic science” to “human philosophy”, with its deep logic mov-
ing from “aesthetic objectification” to “aesthetic non-objectification”, and its realistic pursuit
moving from “political/economic community” to “aesthetic community”, exploring the realis-
tic path to achieve the comprehensive and free development of human beings. As an aesthetic
community, Aesthetic Communism will be a true “union” that realizes “the free development
of individuals as the condition for the free development of all”.

Keywords: Practical discourse; Practical aesthetics; Aesthetic community; Aesthetic com-

munism

The Social-Historical Approach of Marxist Aesthetics and Its Signifi-
cance in Contemporary Aesthetic Theory Construction

An Examination Centered on Tony Bennett’s Outside Literature

Zhiqiang ZHALI ( China Academy of Art)

Abstract: Tony Bennett’s seminal work Ouiside Literature, published under the historical
context of neoliberalism, adopts a post-Marxist stance to critique the bourgeois philosophical
aestheticization discourse and its ambiguous entanglement with Marxist theory in contemporary
aesthetic theorization. By proposing a “non-literary” literary theory, Bennett advocates shifting
critical attention from “literature” itself to specific social and historical conditions beyond tex-
tual boundaries. This approach aims to deconstruct the traditional research paradigm of philo-
sophical aestheticization, redirecting literary theory towards the socio-historical trajectory of
Marxist aesthetics, thereby revitalizing its transformative potential in social reality. The aes-
thetic phenomena he examines, the analytical methodologies he employs, and his socio-histor-
ically grounded aesthetic theory collectively constitute significant theoretical and practical
contributions to the reconstruction of contemporary aesthetic discourse.

Keywords: Tony Bennett; Ouiside Literature; Socio-historicization; Aesthetic theory

Aporias of Imaginary Resolution and Conjunctures of Criticism: Revie-

wing Lenin on Tolstoy

Penghan ZHANG ( Peking Lniversity)

Abstract: Australian Marxist scholar Roland Boer rearticulates the theoretical implications of

Lenin’s essays on Tolstoy in the light of Fredric Jameson’s account of “imaginative resolu-



