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Marxist Ontology of Practice and the Birth of its Aesthetics
A Few Nodes in the History of Aesthetics

Guozhong YAN ( Peking Lniversity)

Abstract: This paper attempts to answer the questions: First, did Marx have an aesthetics?
If there is an aesthetics, what should be its position in the history of aesthetics? Second, what
is the relationship between the neo-Marxist discussion on aesthetics and Marx’s aesthetics?
Third, how is Mao Zedong’s Chineseization of Marxism reflected in aesthetics? Fourth, is it
possible to write a new history of aesthetics based on the formation and development of Marx’s
aesthetics? Marx’s aesthetics is based on the ontology of practice. Aesthetics is an internal
mechanism of material practice. Its purpose is to know and transform the world, and to realize
the aestheticization of the world while realizing communism. Neo-Marxism draws extensively
on the achievements of Western aesthetics, enriching and developing Marx’s aesthetics from
different aspects. In the context of the integration of the proletariat by capital, and the revolu-
tion at a low ebb, Mao Zedong established a national united front led by the proletariat, with
the alliance of workers and peasants as the main body, as well as the great strategy of encirc-
ling the cities in the countryside for achieving a great victory, thus pushing Marxism to a new
stage of development. In the baptism of blood and fire in which millions of people participa-
ted, aesthetics took on a major political load and witnessed the nobility of the generation of
communists represented by Mao Zedong. Marxist aesthetics should have its own history of aes-
thetics, a history of aesthetics that can embody this process in the unity of theory and prac-
tice.

Keywords: Marx; Practical ontology; Aesthetics; Neo-Marxism; Mao Zedong; Sublime

The Ideological Confrontation and Value Inspection of the “Great Com-

position” Discussion in the Chinese Literary Arena in 1934

Zhongwang LIU Ting SUN ( Xiangtan Lniversity)

Abstract: The outcome of the 1934 discussion of “Great Composition” in the Chinese Literary
Arena includes a classification of the factors that prevented the production of “Creat Composi-
tion”, such as the unfavorable environmental conditions, the lack of publishing opportunities
and subjectivity of writers, and the weak of authoritative criticism, examples of “Great Com-

position” and a list of classic writers at home and abroad are also presented, and the criteria



