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Modernity and Aesthetic Utopia in Caudwell: An Interview with Profes-
sor David Margolis
Jie WANG Man HU (Zhejiang Lniversity)

Abstract: This article is an interview transcript between Professor David Margolis and Profes-
sor Wang Jie, focusing on the reception of the book Utopia and Modernity in China, and the
works and Marxist thoughts of Christopher Caudwell. Professor Margolis notes that Utopia and
Modernity in China has received limited attention in Europe, primarily due to its academic
nature and relatively recent publication. Caudwell’s works were popular among general read-
ers, but his Marxist ideas diverged from the Soviet line, leading to his poor reputation among
the British Communist Party elites. Margolis emphasizes the significance of Caudwell’s thought
in understanding the relationship between literature and society, particularly his focus on
practice and social change. The interview also explores the social foundations of Marxist aes-
thetics and its manifestations across different cultures, as well as the current political unrest
and the financial and academic crises facing British universities.

Keywords: Utopia and Modernity in China; Christopher Caudwell, Modernity; Aesthetic

Utopia; Marxist Aesthetics

Culture Research in Contemporary Society and the Challenges to Marx-

ism: Interview with Professor Andrew Ross

Dongh Yang Jie WANG ( Shandong Lniversity Zhejiang University)

Abstract: Prof. Andrew Ross is the founder and chair of the Department of Social and Cultur-
al Analysis at New York University, previous editor-in-chief of the prestigious American jour-
nal Social Text, and the founder of the famous cultural studies methodology “scholarly repor-
ting”. This article is an interview with Prof. Andrew Ross, focusing on the difference between
British and American cultural studies, the revival of Marxist theory around the world since
2008, the relationship between cultural studies and the Marxist tradition, the relationship be-
tween cultural studies and cultural industry research, how to better develop cultural studies

and cultural industry research under the current disciplinary structure, how to make cultural



