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On the Dialectical Production of Lefebvre’s Spatial Aesthetic Thoughts:
A Case Study of The Production of Space
XU Dongliang

Abstract: Aesthetics composed of experiential, conceptual, and discourse practical forms the background
of the intrinsic dimensions and characteristics of Lefebvre’s spatial thoughts in The Production of Space. In his
criticisms on existing traditional spatial ideas, Lefebvre not only reflects on the aesthetic activities in space, but also
elucidates the aesthetical production of space itself under a dialectical holistic perspective. Specifically, Lefebvre
categorizes aesthetic activities through the lived, symbolic, and physical “spaces of representation” and then
locate the latter in a dialectical relationship with “representations of space” and “spatial practice” to transcend the
“representation” mechanism. Therefore, by elucidating spatial categories such as space texture, theatre space, and
monumentality, which are closely related to human habitation and personal experience and produces, distinctive
spatial aesthetics. The significance of elucidating the spatial aesthetics of Lefebvre which has not yet been deeply
explored is not only about theoretical reflection but also practical criticism. It is by both means can we examine the
popular discourse paradigm of “the production of space” and rethink its relationship with Geocriticism and Spatial
Literary Studies.

Keywords: The Production of Space; Spaces of Representation; Trialectics; Spatial Aesthetics

(EEF103T)

“Grafting” as a Method of Interpretation:
On Zhu Guanggian’s Creative Interpretation of Croce
GUO Yongjian

Abstract: The “interpretation” in this paper is located between introduction and criticism. It is neither
objective introduction nor subjective criticism, but an activity between subject and object. It is an activity
that resides between subject and object. It is precisely because it resides between subject and object that it is
“Interpretation with 1”, and it is also possible to be creative interpretation. “Adding flowers to wood” is the method
of interpretation that Zhu Guangqian intentionally used. Zhu Guanggian’s discussion on Croce cannot be regarded
as “introduction”, but should be regarded as “interpretation”. If we look at them as “introduction” we may feel
that they are “distortion” or “misinterpretation” of Croce; if we look at them as “interpretation”, then we may feel
that they are “distortion” or “misinterpretation” of Croce. If we look at them as “interpretations”, then we will
find that they are in fact “conscious misinterpretations”. The purpose of ‘conscious misreading’ of Croce is to
“creatively interpret” Croce. Zhu Guangqian’s creative interpretation of Croce’s aesthetics is mainly expressed in
The Psychology of Literature and Art and Treatise on Poetry. The Psychology of Literature and Art is mainly an
empirical interpretation of Croce’s aesthetics: firstly, it integrates aesthetic knowledge into individual experience,
and secondly, it transforms discursive aesthetics into empirical aesthetics; and The Treatise on Poetry is mainly
a Chinese interpretation of Croce’s aesthetics: firstly, to express Croce’s concept of aesthetics in Chinese, and
secondly, it transforms and develops Croce’s aesthetics on the level of poetic language.

Keywords: Zhu Guanggian; Croce; Aesthetics; Interpretation; Grafting
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