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The Methodology of Historical Materialism in Marx and Engels’

Views on Literary and Artistic Commitment
Gong Daozhen
(School of Literature , Journalism and Communication , South—Central Minzu University , Wuhan 430070, China;
Research Center for Literary and Artistic Aesthetics , Hanjiang Normal University , Shiyan 442000, China)

[Abstract| As a scientific social historical perspective, historical materialism not only provides a
methodological foundation for literary studies but also clarifies the value orientation centered on human
development. It offers the stance, viewpoints, and methods for Marxist literary and artistic theories,
consolidating the theoretical basis for literary and artistic commitment. Only by grounding ourselves in
historical materialism can we better understand the essential connotations of Marx and Engels’ views on
literary and artistic commitment. Specifically, Marx and Engels’ views on literary artistic commitment start
from the production practices of “real people, ” establishing an approach to examine function of literature
and art in commitment to reality through “actual relationships.” They emphasize that discussions about
literary and artistic commitment must not be divorced from concrete social relations and historical
conditions. On this basis, they highlight literature’ s significant role in revealing social realities, promoting
social transformation, and advancing human liberation. Here, historical materialism and literary and artistic
commitment form a dialectical, mutually generative relationship, jointly realizing aesthetic emancipation
within the overall framework of Marxism, thus providing concrete literary ideological practices for the
realization of Chinese modernization.

[ Key Words | historical materialism ; literary and artistic commitment ; “historical views” ; methodology
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