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What Is “Realism”?
—On the Prague School of Sinology’s Conception of Realist Literature

Liu Yun

Abstract: The Prague School of Sinology’s concept of realist literature is rich in connotation, primarily manifested in the
following aspects: Firstly, it posits that artistic techniques are essential for literature to reflect the essence of reality. Secondly,
it advocates for a subjective realism. On one hand, “reality” encompasses both the external world and the human spiritual
world; on the other hand, the realization of realism depends on the artist’s personalized way of viewing reality. Personal
observation, experience, and other subjective elements are deemed the only pathways to approach and comprehend reality.
Thirdly, it contends that under China’s specific historical conditions, realist literature had transformed from a metaphysical
aesthetic concept into a practical form of participation in social transformation. Furthermore, the school altered the abstract
understanding and representation of human beings and social life prevalent in Soviet Socialist Realism, imbuing its approach
with humanistic care and a humanitarian character. lis realist literary concepts hold significant referential value for expanding
and deepening the connotations of contemporary Chinese Marxist literary theory, promoting literature’s engagement with real
life, and fostering the prosperity of contemporary realist literary creation and criticism.

Keywords: Realism; Prague School of Sinology; Prague Structuralism; Jaroslav Prégek
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