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Performative Language, Politics and Poetic Allusion in
Geoffrey Hill’s “A Précis or Memorandum of Civil Power”

n Thomas Day

(University of Central Lancashire)

Abstracts:

Taking Hill’s poem on John Cornford as a example, this paper analysis the
relationship between the Performative Language, Politics and Poetic Allusion in
Geoffrey Hill’s “A Précis or Memorandum of Civil Power”. The author argue
that although modern poem does not achieve the identity between the speech and

act it can exercise its effect on civil power and political matters by using poetic
allusion.

Keywords:

Geoffrey Hill, Performative Language, Poem, Civil Power

Material, Technique and Modern Art:An Interview with John Baldwin

a John Baldwin, Wang Jie ,Ma Haili
(Chelsea Art Club, UK; Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China; University of Leeds, UK)

Abstracts:

A famous contemporary British painter, John Baldwin pays great attention
to material and craftsmanship in painting. During an interview with John
Baldwin, Professor Wang Jie discussed with him a wide range of questions like
his personal artistic career, Marx’s influence on his conception of painting, his
original understanding of art and his creative application of new material and
high—tech to his color formation.

Keywords:

technique, material, color, modern art, uncontrollability

Revolution in Aesthetics: A Dialogue with Ales Erjavec

a Ales Erjavec , Shao Yulian, Wang Jie and Yu Qi
(Institute of Philosophy, Slovenia Academy of
Science and Arts; Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstracts:

Upon invitation, Ale§ Erjavec, ex-Chairman of the World Association of

aesthetics, lectured at the School of Humanities, Shanghai Jiaoc Tong
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University. During his lecture tour, Professor Wang Jie, also Dean of the
School, Associate Professor Shao Yulian and Associate Professor Yu Qi had an
in-depth dialogue with Ales Erjavec on a series of important issues concerning
aesthetics. Ales Erjavec approved of Leotard’s view that “aesthetics first went
through the postmodern stage.” He claimed that “postmodernism came into
being before modernism.” The dialogue also touched upon Adorno and Peter
Burger, representative figures of the School of Frankfurt, and their aesthetic
views and upon the several major revolutions in aesthetics like futurism,
surrealism, Russian structuralism, and French environmentalism. In terms of
popular culture, they all agree that popular culture has nothing to do with
aesthetic revolutions. Well informed of Chinese aesthetics, Aled Erjavec
believed that Chinese aesthetics can also thrive as long as it makes a philosophic
reflection on Chinese art of the modern and contemporary times. He believed
that only Chinese theoreticians can accomplish this great task. At last, he spoke
highly of the effort made by the journal of Research on Marxist Aesthetics
because it is an important addition to the world aesthetics.

Keywords:

aesthetics, revolution, contemporary, modern, Chinese aesthetics

Another Look at the “Road of Farmers and Workers” in Yanan Talk

s Zhou Pingyuan:

(Department of Chinese, Nanchang University)

Abstracts:

After discussing the necessity of “for the people,

» o« »

for the civil public,’
and “for farmers and workers,” Yanan Talk finally settles on “for farmers and
workers and how” for its “basic principle” and “fundamental direction”. To
generalize the theme and spirit of Yanan Talk with “the road of the people” and
therefore replace with it “the road of farmers and workers” is unacceptable in
theory. The “road of farmers and workers” of Yanan Talk is determined by its
desired addressee, intended task, discourse context, and discourse position.
Mao Zedong expressed his “the road of the people” mainly in his On New
Democracy, not in Yanan Talk. In theory, the difference between “the road of
famers and workers” and “the road of the people” equals the difference between
“socialism” and “new democracy”, which is ultimately decided by the difference

between “within the Party” and “without the Party”, “Party spirit” and “people



