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An Investigation of the “Value” Principle of Labor Practice Ontology

From the Budapest School’s Doubts and Lukacs’ Possible Response

WEN Quan',CUI Jin®
(1. School of Marxism s Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China;
2. School of Marxism s Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)
Abstract: Inheriting the profound wisdom of historical materialism and delineating the
fundamental connotations of labor practice ontology were the theoretical endeavors that Lukacs
diligently pursued but ultimately left unfinished in his twilight years. However, his direct
disciples, who formed the Budapest School, expressed dissatisfaction with Lukacs’ series of
assertions regarding the ‘value’ category, using the question “How can different object forms
justify universal principles of value?” as a guide to define the subjective image of individuals in
modern society. This not only concealed the ideological clues that the political interests of the
two parties in the dialogue began to diverge, but also involved the practical inducements for the
members of the Budapest School to deviate from the Marxist position in the future. In view of
this, based on the category of “value”, in addition to reproducing the Budapest School’ s
“hesitant mentality” towards Lukacs’ philosophical planning in his later years, and then
reasonably continuing Lukacs’ s own “possible response” from the perspective of later
generations, it is an effective way to gauge the ideological entanglement between the two and
then comment on their respective gains and losses.
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