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On the National Dimension of Chinese Form of Marxist Literary Criticism
HU Ya-min
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, HuBei 430079)

Abstract: To construct the national dimension of Chinese form of Marxist literary criticism, it is nec-
essary to reexamine and make a dialectical study on the concept of “nation” and related issues. The the-
sis starts with the clarification of three questions: First of all, it points out that the concept “nation”
should correspond to the Chinese nation, and defines the specific orientation of the concept “nation” in
Chinese form of Marxist literary criticism through differentiating and analyzing “nation” and related
concepts; secondly, in view of different opinions in the studies of Marxist national theory, it briefly
sorts out and refines views and methods of Marx and Engels about national theory; thirdly, it rectifies
the concept of “nation” by arguing that it doesn’t mean turning inward, nor going back into the past,
nor suppressing individuals by the collective. Then the thesis elaborates on national views of Chinese
form of Marxist literary criticism: Firstly, nation is a historical concept, the core of which lies in cul-
ture, and nation is isomorphic with people. Furthermore, it specifies the particular horizon of national
dimension of Chinese form of Marxist literary criticism, namely cultural identity and measure of val-

“

ue In short, the reinterpretation of the concept “nation” and the proposition for national dimension
constitutes significant theoretical traits of Chinese form of Marxist literary criticism that distinguish it
from other theories of Marxist literary criticism.
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