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From Jacob Bukhart to Peter Burke
—A Breakthrough in the Cultural History of the Italian Renaissance

CUI Jin
( School of History Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Renaissance was a great ideological liberation movement from the middle of the 14th century to the beginning of
the 17th century and it brought the dawn of civilization to Europe that had been shrouded in theological shadow for a long time.
As the source and important area of this movement renowned cultural miracle happened in Italy so the study of Italian Renais—
sance cultural history has long been a hot topic of Renaissance historical research. Jacob Buck Hart a Swiss scholar and Peter
Burke a British scholar are undoubtedly two important representatives in the study of the cultural history of the Italian Renais—
sance. Their representative works are the Culture of the Italian Renaissance and the Culture and Society of the Italian Renaissance
respectively. The works of Peter Burke deepened the academic understanding of Italian Renaissance historical study and compen—
sated for the shortcomings of Bukharts research. From the aspects of research ideas and methods Peter Burke made a break—

through in the study of Italian Renaissance cultural history.

Key words: Italy; renaissance; culture; society; interaction
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