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On the Spatial Narrative Theory of Russian Formalism

Abstract

Yang Yan

Issues about time and space of narrative theory went through a process from

the traditional narrative theory which originated from Aristotle, focused on time dimension,

129



130

and ignored or “suspended” space dimension, to the space narrative theory which replaced time
hegemony with space in the middle and late 20th century. In fact, it is not that there is no transition
between these two development extremes. Although Russian formalism, which emerged at the
beginning of the last century, did not give up the existence of the time factor in the story, it has
begun to deliberately break the monopoly of time on narrative elements, highlight the existence of
space, and completely break the basic pattern of traditional space-time concept. Under the influence
of the turn of linguistics in the early 20th century, the study of narrative texts by Russian formalism
turned inward, paying attention to this independent space body, taking the combination law and
spatial composition of internal elements as the main research objects. And the unique view of space

of Russian formalism laid an important tone for the emergence of space narrative theory.
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